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Background  
The Baltic Data Flows project examined the HELCOM monitoring guidelines for hazardous substances. 

Currently the guidelines do not contain detailed guidance on the data handling and storage in the HELCOM 

COMBINE database, hosted by ICES.  

Guidelines also lack information on a number of supporting parameters. These supporting parameters, 

such as aluminium or organic carbon content in sediments, are needed for certain indicators as they are 

key components of the indicator evaluation process (e.g. the MIME tool/script). Similarly, the biota 

guidelines should list the needed supporting parameters, such as lipid content and dry weight of the 

sampled individuals. Thus, where such critical supporting parameters are missing (i.e. those identified in 

the ‘extraction table’) there is a strong likelihood of the measured/monitored data not passing through the 

indicator evaluation process and therefore the result being excluded from the final assessment.  

For example, a short descriptive text to clarify the requirements could be added (and edited as relevant to 

each specific indicator), such as:  

Sediments: When sediment samples are collected, and data are reported to the COMBINE database the 

following key supporting parameters are vital to also include as they are required parameters for the 

calculation of the indicator status result: CORG and Aluminium (Al). Without these parameters the collected 

data will not pass through the indicator evaluation process. In addition, where possible the collection of 

Lithium (Li) would also be valuable as although this parameter is not currently used in the indicator 

calculation process it is deemed in the longer-term to be a more suitable parameter than Al in the Baltic 

Sea region. 

Biota: When biota samples are collected and data are reported to the COMBINE database it is critical that 

the following key supporting parameters are also included as they are required for the calculation of the 

indicator status result: lipid content and dry weight of the individual sample. Without these parameters the 

collected data may not pass through the indicator evaluation process. 

Overall, some monitoring guidelines mention that all relevant data should be stored and reported, but 

more detailed guidance would be useful and should further ensure that good quality monitoring data 

enters the assessment process and successfully passes through the indicator evaluation process.  

Furthermore, it would be valuable to also provide data submitters (i.e. those reporting to the COMBINE 

database) with guidance on the process and how to evaluate the data (e.g. check for possible errors in the 

data, etc). It may be valuable to link such information clearly to the guidelines so that the data usability in 

the future HELCOM work would be ensured (see subsequent agenda items for other relevant work under 

Baltic Data Flows project). 
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Action requested 
The meeting is invited to consider and agree on the need for updating the monitoring guidelines and the 

process to do so. 
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